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Grin Verlag Jul 2012, 2012. Taschenbuch. Book Condition: Neu. 210x148x2 mm. This item is printed on demand - Print on Demand Titel. - Essay
from the year 2012 in the subject American Studies - Culture and Applied Geography, printed single-sided, grade: A, University of Malta, language:
English, abstract: Horror genre has its origins in the gothic 19th century novels like Marry Shelley s Frankenstein (1818) or John Polidori s The
Vampire (1819). Even though horror movie is a typical European genre, it has a long history in American cinema dating back to 1915 silent movie Les
Vampires by Freuillade and to one of the first sound movies from 1931, Tod Browning s famous Dracula. Horror movies may be put into three
categories: ones that contain the supernatural elements, in which vampires, ghosts, witchcraE appears; psychological horror, which relies on
characters fears, their guilt or beliefs; and massacre movies, with scenes of slaughter, brutality and rough treatment (Cinema Studies 184).Although
horror movies, as an element of mass culture, may be perceived as simplistic, predictable, lacking depth and simply being an unworthy for analysis,
there is a great deal of films that in its content reflect the contemporary problems that occurred in the American society. While many critics consider
horror genre as a low culture, one must not fail to notice that its significance is enormous. One can sense an inextricable link between film and
social concerns, since the role of the film is to project certain fears and concerns of contemporary society as well as to help people to resolve them.
As Prawer observed: 'If the terror film is thus connected to our social concerns, it also, paradoxically, helps us to cope with our ordinary life by
jolting us out of it' (60). A popular opinion has it that the popularity...
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