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Dimensions: 8.5in. x 5.5in. x 0.9in.Volition and Allied Causal Concepts is a work of aetiology and metapsychology. Aetiology is the branch of
philosophy and logic devoted to the study of causality (the cause-eBect relation) in all its forms; and metapsychology is the study of the basic
concepts common to all psychological discourse, most of which are causal. Volition (or free will) is to be distinguished from causation and natural
spontaneity. The latter categories, i. e. deterministic causality and its negation, have been treated in a separate work, The Logic of Causation.
Volition may be characterized as personal causality, a relation between an agent (the self or soul) and his actions (acts of will). Unlike causation, this
relation cannot be entirely defined using conditional (iEhen) propositions. Although we can say that the agent is a sine qua non of his actions, we
cannot say that the agent is invariably (in all or specific circumstances) followed by his actions. It appears that both an act of will and its negation
remain possible to a soul in any given set of circumstances. This defines freedom of the will, and implies the responsibility of the agent for his
actions. Introspection provides knowledge of particular acts of will. The existence of freewill implies a distinction between necessary causation
(determinism independent of volition) and inertial causation (determinism, except when some contrary will interferes). An act of will occurs on a
spiritual plane. It may have natural (mental or physical) consequences; those that inevitably follow it may be regarded as directly willed, whereas
those that vary according to circumstances must be considered indirectly willed. Volition presupposes some degree of consciousness. So-called
involuntary acts of will involve a minimum of attention,...
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