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***** Blema s life was coming apart! Why did all this have to happen to her, especially now? The rain from the typhoon was falling heavily in the
warm black night and as the sheets of water cascaded off the corrugated metal portico of the Sari Sari, she could think of only one thing -- she had
to get home to her grandmother Lola. Her job, her boss, her so-called step mother, her apartment in Pasig City -- everything seemed to be caving in
on her. Emotion piled upon emotion until she fought back a sob in her throat and felt the hot tears pushing up into her eyes. The bus was late
headed for Olangapo? Lola would be worried as usual. Ever since her mother died and her father remarried, she had chosen to live with Lola, her
mother s mother. Like any grandmother she was over-protective of her only grand-daughter even though she had passed her twenty-second
birthday. The traffic headed into Manila from out on the Bataan Peninsula is unusually light. It isn t until she has an encounter with an American
who is obviously out of his element that she decides to take a Jeepney. Her fateful discovery, -- that the entire town of Mabalacat, Pampanga, where
her semi-invalid grandmother lives, has just been inundated in Lahar -- causes her to vent her wrath and frustration on the nearest individual. It
happens to be the American tourist, Alan Fairbanks. He listens compassionately as her life unfolds before him. Her complaints to God about her
condition, her plight, the mounting problems that are drowning her in self-pity are each attentively turned to moments of exhortation and...
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