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historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from
the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1916 Excerpt: . . . Jesuit Possevino, sent to Russia by Pope Gregory XIII; the influx to Moscow of Venetian,
German, Scandinavian, and even French adventurers, --all these innovations accustomed the Russian government to look toward the Occident. 27.
Conclusion. --The XVI century had witnessed striking transformations and discoveries. It had contributed to the birth of new nationalities, to the
unity of France and of Spain, and had opened the doors of Europe to the last of the great nations, which consummated the task of creating the
modern European world. At the moment when Philip II, Elizabeth, and Henry IV disappeared, modern monarchical Europe found itself well
established. France, in the enjoyment of religious peace, now prepared to exert in Europe for a century an actual political and intellectual
domination. Spain still shone with a clear brilliancy in the genius of her artists and writers, but ill-gotten wealth and religious fanaticism destroyed
her moral stamina, and she entered upon a period of slow and majestic decline. Germany prepared herself for a bloody civil war between
Protestants and Catholics. This ruined her for a century, and permitted France to paralyze her by an alliance with Sweden, Poland, and Turkey,
which, for a time, interposed a barrier between central Europe and the Russian Orient. England, upon the contrary, found in the Protestant
Reformation the moral force which permitted her to shatter the attempts at monarchical absolutism by the Stuarts, to found a representative
government, and to lay the foundation of her...
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