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could be best realized would prove illusive. Dr. Mark Sherry s The Army Command Post and Defense Reshaping, 1987-1997, examines this
tumultuous period in depth. The author relates how the efforts of Army leaders to develop options for change were soon overtaken by actions of the
Office of the Secretary of Defense and Joint Chiefs of Staff regarding Army size, structure, and missions. Strengthened by the 1986 Goldwater-
Nichols reorganization act, the Joint Chiefs led the way, exerting an unprecedented degree of power in reshaping Defense Department policies and
postures. Sherry first considers the Army s studies and recommendations before tackling the higher level initiatives that followed, culminating in
the Bottom-up Review and finally the first Quadrennial Defense Review. These Defense Department studies quickly overshadowed all Army
reshaping efforts and seized the initiative for defense transformation. One result was the reduction by 1997 of the Army s active duty strength by
over one-third with few substantive changes in its missions or structure. Another was the greatly reduced size and authority of the...
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