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Summary: The Fathers of the Council of Trent showed at a very early date that they were satisfied with none of the existing works, and that they
were fully alive to the need and necessity of preparing an authoritative Catechism. The realisation of their desire, however, was retarded for several
years by events over which they had little control; and when the work was finally taken in hand another idea prevailed, resulting in the publication
of a manual for the use of the clergy, and not, as originally suggested, a Catechism for children and uninstructed adults.Of the countless Catechisms
that continued to appear, two - those of Bellarmine and Canisius - have steadily held their ground ever since, and to a large extent have served as
the models of nearly an subsequent compilations of the kind. The influence of Canisius, however, has on the whole been limited to Germany;
whereas Bellarmine's Catechism , which was written by command of Pope Clement VIII in 1597, has been copied in almost every other country in
the world. At an early date it was translated into Arabic, Latin, Modern Greek, French, Spanish, German, English, and Polish. It had the warm
approbation of Clement VIII, who prescribed it for use in the Papal States; of Urban VIII, who directed it to be adopted in all the Eastern missions; of
Innocent XIII and Benedict XIV; particularly of the very important Council of all Italy, held at Rome, in 1725, which made it obligatory in all the
dioceses of the peninsula; and finally of the Vatican Council which indicated it as the model for a proposed universal Catechism.Though
Bellarmine's Catechism was largely followed as a model all over...
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