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***x* Excerpt from Lives of Celebrated Statesmen John Quincy Adams is one of those men whose history is so marked and signalized by the events
that crowd into their lives, and the variety and greatness of the services they have rendered, that no mere language of eulogy can be compared in
impressiveness with the simplest narrative of their actions. We may dismiss the entire vocabulary of superlatives, and set aside all the terms that are
used to describe the qualities of objects, and in the plainest possible language, mention, in order, the posts he has occupied, and the public labors
he has performed, and the reader will rise from the bare record with an appreciating sense of his usefulness and greatness, such as no high-flown
general panegyric could possibly produce. No American has had the opportunities and privileges he has enjoyed; and no one, it is probable, ever
will. He was the child of parents, so great and so good, that it would have been strange, indeed, if his character had not received a deep and
permanent impression from their examples and influence. It was his singular privilege to receive the most precious boon of a benignant Providence,
in the original constitution and innate ingredients of his mental and spiritual nature - a full measure of the excellent qualities of both his father and
his mother. In the strength of his intellect, in the largeness of his political views, and the fervent energy of his impulses, we behold the traits of that

character which made John Adams a master-spirit of the American revolution; and whoever reads the letters, or retains in his memory an image of
his mother,...
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