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development; real wages were emphasized; and freetraders began to explain away the diFerence between American and English wages on natural
grounds, and to belittle the reputed high wages of domestic labor. Formerly they had pointed to the great gap which existed between the two. On
the other hand, an indetermination to work out the eFects of competition in the long run, and stress upon the immediate result upon the class of
labor affected, marked the attitude of the protectionist. The protective system has been an historic product. its growth and decline depending upon
political and economic circumstances. As is well known, protection was at first regarded as a temporary policy, and only subsequently did its
advocates demand its indefinite continuation. Certain arguments, likewise, partly valid when first promulgated, are no longer applicable, but the
force of inertia has carried them on and they are still used with effect. The high wage argument was not only an historic outgrowth but represents in
part an ingenious opportunism. A logical development of the argument would require protection against the immigration of the so-called pauper
labor itself. Curiously enough the application of the doctrine has been a one-sided one. The exclusion of the Chinese and of alien contract labor
marks the limit of its progress along these lines. American labor has never stood unitedly for this doctrine, although that of certain industries has
been quite unanimous in its favor....
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