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***** In Discourse on Metaphysics he develops a philosophy concerning physical substance, motion and resistance of bodies, and God s role within
the universe. It is one of the few texts presenting in a consistent form the earlier philosophy of Leibniz. The Discourse is closely connected to the
epistolary discussion which he carried with Antoine Arnauld. However Leibniz refrained from sending the full text and it remained unpublished
until the mid 19th century. The metaphysical considerations proceed from God to the substantial world and back to the spiritual realm. The starting
point for the work is the conception of God as an absolutely perfect being (1), that God is good but goodness exists independently of God (a rejection
of divine command theory) (1l), and that God has created the world in an ordered and perfect fashion (l1I-VI).
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