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*****.This pioneering examination of the nuclear threat, written for both the interested general reader and the student of war and peace issues,
blends broad philosophical/theoretical themes and themes in the peace and conflict literature with the results of the authors extensive survey
research in the United States and Europe. While never losing sight of the threat of a nuclear holocaust, authors Lisl Goodman and Lee Ann HoG
argue that it is possible to turn the tide of aggression and destruction and, in the process, create an utterly diGerent human society. They challenge
the myth of innate aggression which sees war as inevitable; present a critical examination of the psychodynamic, sociocultural, and political-
economic factors which have led to current inaction in the face of the nuclear threat; and investigate the link between the insecurities of life in the
nuclear age and the increasing rate of youth suicide, apathy, disengagement, and the general devaluation of life without a secure future. Divided
into three parts, the book begins by analyzing how we got to where we are today. The authors show that clinging to the outdated notion that
aggression and violence are inevitable responses to human conflict has led to an abdication of individual responsibility and placed the fate of the
planet in the hands of very few individuals. This abdication has led to feelings of powerlessness and desensitization as well as to a denial of the
nuclear threat, a syndrome the authors label omnicidal. In Part Two, the authors present findings from several studies conducted in North America
and Europe which reveal the pervasiveness of fear, denial, a fatalistic world view, and omnicidal personality patterns. The final section presents...
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