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*****.MAJ Justin Pabis served as the battalion civil engineer at Joint Base Balad during 2004 and as part of an engineer support company in Ramadi
during 2007, both in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF). In this December 2011 interview, MAJ Pabis discusses the duties of an Engineer unit,
his experiences at Balad relatively early in US involvement in Iraq, and the changes he observed during his second deployment. MAJ Pabis
concludes his interview with the observation, I kept joking with people that I hoped someday we d see Iraq up on its own. It s not going to be a
colony of the United States and its not going to be a puppet government of the United States. They re going to take their own values and our way of
doing things and everything we ve done there and make it better. To say that in 10 or 15 years from now you run into someone and they re going to
say, Im from Iraq. I m going to say, Ive been to Iraq. I know Iraq. Where did you grow up? They ll say a village and I ll say, You know what? I ve been to
that village. To hear them say, We didn t like it when the Americans came but you know what? When the Americans leJ we had a better place. I was
able to go to school.
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