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*****. Excerpt: Virtue and vice, A knave s pretence. Tis all the same; Ha! ha! Dread of hell-fire, Of the venomous flame, A coward s plea. Give him his
price, Saint though he be, Ha! ha! From shrewd good sense He ll slave for hire; Ha! ha! And does but aspire To the heaven above With sordid aim, Not
from love. Ha! ha! SOUL. I see not those false spirits; shall I see My dearest Master, when I reach his throne? Or hear, at least, his awful judgment-
word With personal intonation, as I now Hear thee, not see thee, angel? Hitherto All has been darkness since I leJ the earth; Shall I remain thus
sight-bereJ all through My penance-time? if so, how comes it then That I have hearing still, and taste, and touch, Yet not a glimmer of that princely
sense Which binds ideas in one, and makes them live? ANGEL. Nor touch, nor taste, nor hearing hast thou now; Thou livest in a world of signs and
types, The presentations of most holy truths, Living and strong, which now encompass thee. A disembodied soul, thou hast by right No converse
with aught else beside thyself; But, lest so stern a solitude should load And break thy being, in mercy are vouchsafed Some lower measures of
perception, Which seem to thee, as though through channels brought, Through ear, or nerves, or palate, which are gone. And thou art wrapped and
swathed around in dreams, Dreams that are true, yet enigmatical; For the belongings of thy present state, Save through such symbols, come not
home to thee. And thus thou tell st of space and time and size, Of fragrant, solid, bitter,...
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