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pleased that Chairman Cox has placed some emphasis on this. He noted in a recent speech that it is vitally important that we partner with them,
and the complementary nature of our regulatory regimes makes us far stronger together. There are a number of other items on the Commissions
agenda, which I am sure we will review in the course of the question period here this morning. I do want to commend the good work environment
now prevailing at the SEC. It was recognized in September 2005 as one of five best places to work in the Federal Government, a study by the
Partnership for Public Service and U. S. News and World Report. That eHort began when Chairman Cox assumed his responsibility, and a lot of it
actually came from this Committee, as we tried to get resources for the Commission, pay parity for its employees, to stem the outflow of seasoned
personnel, but I know that Chairman Cox is very strongly committed to enhancing and sustaining this position, and we hear--I do not know whether
to describe it as the grapevine-- but we heard through lots of sources that things have gotten better at the Commission in terms of the work
environment. We think it is important to continue that. I notice the Chairman is having considerable success in attracting some very able people to
fill important positions, although he has still got some open positions yet to go. Mr. Chairman, I look forward to the question period. Chairman
Shelby. Thank you. Senator Hagel. STATEMENT...
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