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Stenhouse Publishers, 1997. Book Condition: New. Brand New, Unread Copy in Perfect Condition. A+ Customer Service! Summary: American
children are the most tested in the world, and the poor and the less competent are the most tested of all. We keep trying to improve literacy learning
by developing new tests with better technical characteristics. But, as we shall see, all of this testing has had, if anything, the opposite eCect. Our
error has been in approaching the matter as if it were merely a technical problem--as if it were possible, even desirable, to exclude human
judgment and values from the assessment process, and as if it were reasonable to treat children as psychological objects. Assessment is a
profoundly human, social phenomenon, thoroughly value-laden, and it cannot be otherwise. And in order to draw valid conclusions about a child's
learning, a teacher must understand how learning takes place. The very complexity of this is in knowing the available assessment options and
understanding their consequences.In Knowing LiteracyPeter Johnston sets forth the theoretical basis for today's assessment practices in the
context of contemporary literacy learning theory. This comprehensive text will equip teachers with the knowledge and techniques to assess in ways
that help their students develop a more thoughtful literacy. Part One describes the social and educational basis of literacy assessment, and
develops an understanding of the knowledge required for accurate assessment, including the connections between a teacher's assessment
practices and students' self-assessments.Part Two explores the personal, social, and intellectual nature of literacy and its development-what
characteristics to notice and document and what they mean.Part Three illustrates methods of documenting that development in ways that will
contribute to the growth of a democratic literacy. These chapters oCer examples of checklists, report cards, portfolios, and observation forms, and
discuss their possibilities and implications. Two...
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