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learned the meaning of poetry not through Virgil or through Dante--much less through the casuist Petrarch or the mosaicist Tasso, poets de luxe,
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the Leaves of Grass. Even today, though so many years have passed, I cannot read without emotion the Whispers of Heavenly Death or There Was a
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countenance of Whitman, and studied in Jannacone s little book the metrical questions raised by Whitman s verse. But I have never forgotten those
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