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***x* Excerpt from American Edition of the British Encyclopedia or Dictionary of Arts and Sciences, Vol. 4: Comprising an Accurate and Popular View
of the Present Improved State of Human Knowledge The crustaceous body analysed by Mr. Hatchett was the echinus. All testaceous animals are
composed of two parts; one of which, the animal itself, is soft and molluscous; the other is the shell, or habitation, which is hard, of a stony or
calcareous nature, and either partially or entirely covers the animal. The animal is attached to the shell by means of ligaments or muscles. It was
long considered as a matter of dispute among naturalists, whether the arrangement of shells should be constituted from the animals or their
habitation. No one can deny, that, if we proceed on principles strictly scientific, we must regard them as a department of zoology, and should, on
that account, dispose them according to the nature and structure of the animals. But the classification formed from the characters of the shells is
universally followed, and we must confess, too, is for many reasons preferable to any other. Neither is it, in the hands of the skilful conchologist,
attended with so much indecision as might be generally imagined. In the first place, among the vast variety of shells hitherto discovered, how
small, comparatively, is the number of those whose animal inhabitant is described or known. It is not of species only that we speak, but of whole
natural families or genera, not a single species of which has been yet discovered with the animal appertaining; so little are we acquainted with the
molluscous orders, or animals inhabiting the shells. Of the shells...
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