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formations of the South-west--the Petrified Forest, Grand Canyon, the High Plains--which tell us much about the intensity of activity on the
American continent many millions of years before man, a very new newcomer, was to make his first appearance. Phantom Trail creates an

alternative portrait of America. It explores deeper themes and reveals identifiable lines of continuity leading up from antiquity to the present day. It
suggests that America is not a modern European invention. Indeed to the contrary, it contends that it is those relentless formative forces, the beat of
those deep, primeval rhythms which--unrecognized or ignored, as they may currently be--give to America its essential meaning, its presence, and

its form.
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