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per-pupil funding since 1965, national academic performance has not improved. Math and reading scores have largely gone flat, graduation rates
have stagnated, and researchers have found serious shortcomings with many Federal education programs. Additionally, the volume of rules and
reporting requirements associated with Federal spending has skyrocketed. During a recent hearing in this committee, we learned from school
oGicials and local leaders that the regulatory burden created by Federal spending oHen outweighs any potential benefits. The Race to the Top,
while well intended, has exacerbated this tension, leaving schools and States even more frustrated with Federal intervention. The Departments
activism in higher education is also...
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