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civilian, military, and commercial space issues. The National Aeronautics and Space Administration
(NASA) conducts the most visible space activities. NASA s International Space Station (ISS) program
is the most controversial because it is over budget, behind schedule, and relies on Russia for some
hardware and services. Nevertheless, it has survived 22 termination attempts in NASA funding bills
since 1991. Other NASA issues are whether NASA is adequately managing its flight programs,
ensuring the safe operation of the space shuttle, effectively developing new launch vehicles, and
facilitating space com- mercialization. NASA requested $14.5 billion for FY2002; Congress approved
$14.9 billion. The FY2003 request is $15.1 billion.
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