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*****.The object of these little books is not so much to give full, scientific information with regard to the animals of which they treat, as to bring
before the child such facts concerning them as shall interest him in their history, awaken a desire to know more of the particular traits of each, and
especially lead him to be kind to them as a part of God s creation. Natural history we deem, according to the opinion of an eminent writer, as not
only the most captivating of the sciences, but the most humanizing. It is impossible to study the character and habits of the lower animals without
imbibing an interest in their wants and feelings. Dr. Chalmers, who was famous for his interest in the brute creation, says, To obtain the regards of
man s heart in behalf of the lower animals, we should strive to draw his mind toward them. The poor brutes look, tremble, and give the signs of
suCering, as we do. A threatened blow strikes them with terror, and they have the same distortions of agony on the infliction of it. Their blood
circulates as ours does.
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