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Federal Emergency Management Agency, U. S. Fire Administration, 1996 OCLC Number: (OCoLC)127296098 Subject: Radio in fire prevention.
Excerpt: ... In the 1980s, with the further acceptance of CAD systems and their increased sophistication, most departments moving to CAD opted to
purchase from vendors and have the system maintained by support personnel. In general, although offering great speed and capacity, many CAD
systems are patterned after the manual systems they replace. This allows for an easy transfer from manual to CAD and back to manual when
necessary. The heart of any CAD system is the geo file on which it is based. The geo file is the computer file comprised of the street and address
network of the community served. A geo file in a CAD system can be likened to a paper map and the dispatchers knowledge of the map and the
community, as they relate to unit alarm boundaries. When a decision is made to purchase a CAD system it should be well planned, with input from
all agencies involved, especially from the dispatchers who will operate the system. Often the dispatcher is overlooked in this important aspect of
system development. Some of the advantages of a CAD system are the speed with which dispatch recommendations are made to the dispatchers;
more accurate assignment of appropriate units to specific-type incidents at reported locations; improved dispatcher access to critical information,
hazards, etc. , regarding a specific location; and enhanced recordkeeping capabilities. 2-7 This item ships from La Vergne,TN. Paperback.
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