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care events. The 1995 bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City resulted in 168 deaths and required the efforts of nearly
5,500 emergency responders dispatched to the scene over 17 days in chaotic and feverish attempts to rescue and facilitate subsequent medical and
surgical interventions to save the lives of over 600 injured victims. The September 11, 2001, attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon
resulted in over 3,000 deaths and nearly 2,400 injured. The lethality of the attacks averted strain on hospitals but, once again, required the
coordinated efforts of emergency responders and medical providers. The anthrax attacks of 2001 resulted in relatively few victims. On March 11,
2004, terrorist bombings on several trains in Madrid resulted in nearly 200 deaths and about 1,800 injured.5 Madrid s hospitals were swamped with
casualties as the hospitals appealed urgently for blood donations. Acts of terrorism upon civilian populations necessitate a robust response by
health and medical care systems and present particular challenges to the United States almost 5,000 acute care hospitals. As the locus of medical
diagnosis and intervention for a wide array of routine activities ranging from the provision of primary care for the uninsured to the delivery of
tertiary procedures for life-threatening diseases, hospitals face the quandary of terrorism preparedness and response with limited budgets and
insufficient numbers of trained human resources. These needs are even more acutely experienced by...
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