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Sin? Dost think it but a breath that dulls awhile The glass wherein men seek for the face of God; Or that it passes shorn of consequence? Nay,
unremembered sins of men long dead Truly, with ours no less, are springs that swell E The poisoned flood that through a thousand years Bears soul
s miasma, black malarial mists To unborn generations. O! would | Could give thee power to look upon thyself From some clear point of vantage
whence the things For which thou deem st it well to sell thy soul Are seen in right perspective. Mark you this, The bitterest Hell to which we men can
go Is that which gives our anguished eyes to see How safely possible good had been essayed. Yet shouldst thou still abide in sin; refuse Grace that
may yet be thine--that grace with-drawn, Seek not to lean on any bargain struck By flesh with soul; nor think that aught avails With Heaven the
Duomo yonder grown through thee Splendid beyond all speech; but record that Of pride that raised a fane and built out God. To that same work the
Duchess had aspired, But ever did she deem herself unworthy, Her dear self-chosen task--through God thy saving--As...
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