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*****.BIOMEDICAL EQUIPMENT TECHNICIAN is a new profession, having only achieved recognition as a distinct occupation in the 1970s. ACer all,
only recently has medical instrumentation become so sophisticated as to require special training of the professionals who service it. The field burst
into the public consciousness in a big way in 2006, when the US Department of Labor forecast that employment of BMETs would soar by more than
20 percent over the next decade. There are two solid reasons for this prediction: the number of seniors is increasing, which means a greater
demand for medical services, and biomedical equipment is becoming increasingly complex. The government s report was highly publicized, and
awareness and appreciation of the work performed by biomeds grew accordingly. The primary responsibility of biomedical equipment technicians
is to perform preventive and corrective maintenance on sophisticated biomedical and scientific apparatus, and to assume other duties associated
with ensuring that the machinery operates at optimum capacity. BMETs sometimes install new equipment in healthcare facilities. The
opportunities to specialize in this profession reflect the breadth of the entire medical equipment industry. BMETs can be certified as radiology or
laboratory specialists; they can specialize in cardiovascular or surgical equipment technology or neonatal intensive care units; they can cultivate as
an area of expertise the sensors and diagnostic software used by medical laboratories that evaluate patients suffering from sleep disorders. Besides
an aptitude for electronics and mechanics, troubleshooting and creative problem-solving abilities are among the qualities biomedical equipment
technicians should have. Biomedical equipment has an annoying habit of breaking down in a way you don t expect it to! There is another trait
BMETs must possess, which may surprise you:...
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