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*****.The gate that opened from the yard into the lane leading back to the barn was directly opposite the side-door of the house. The door was
shut, but the gate was open; and in it stood a gray-haired dame with a sharp nose and silver-rimmed spectacles. The house behind her was a small
one, white-painted, without blinds to its windows, but with an air of snug comfort all over it. Just beyond the gate and the woman stood a tall,
vigorous-looking young fellow of not more than eighteen; and his leD hand was on the nose of a nice-looking horse; and behind the horse was a
neat, bright, very red cutter. The boy s face was also somewhat rosy; and so, for that frosty moment, was the tip of his mother s nose.
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