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star who, like Mack, has done little but drink and chase women for years, writes a yearlong diary before returning to his midwestern hometown to
kill himself. Mack's book shapes up nicely, but Mack, often a tad obtuse, doesn't know that Artie Wolfowitz, his publisher and ostensible friend, has
been sabotaging Mack's sales for 15 years, ever since he found out that Mack had bedded his wife. Nor does he know that his agent, Tommy Russo,
who's also an ordained priest, has given his 10% of the book to his bookie, to settle a debt. The bookie, Herman Reggie, engineers a secret movie
deal and tries to make Mack's book even more of a roman a clef than Mack intends? By contracting with a 4'6", 200-plus-pound hit man called
Afterbirth to complete the "suicide. " And Wolfowitz, trying to concoct a plagiarism scandal that would seal Mack's literary doom, hires a hack to
write another suicide diary. The plots and double crosses unfold with a mix of cheerfulness and suspense; the many colorful characters are great
fun; and...
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