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CASCADE BOOKS, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. In Overture to Practical
Theology, Jeanne Stevenson-Moessner takes a new route to introduce theology students and others to the field of practical theology. Although she
is certainly aware of relatively recent eEorts to show the academic credentials of practical theology through careful definition (citing that of David
Tracy), analysis of components, and linkages to other disciplines within and without the overall framework of theology, she proceeds by means of a
double analogy, rather than abstract academic precision, to illumine practical theology. Actual case studies also helpfully illumine aspects of her
work. From the Foreword by James N. Lapsley. The book examines biblical foundations, historical roots, and current manifestations of social justice
ministry. Stevenseon-Moessner shows how practical theology addresses racism, sexism, violence, anti-Semitism, ecological imbalance, and life at
the margins of society--the vexing issues of today s ministry. Drawing on years of pastoral experience and scholarly wisdom, Jeanne Stevenson-
Moessner uses creative metaphor, case study, and historical vignette to create a readily accessible introduction that will especially appeal to
seminarians preparing to serve the church and those already leading congregations. --Bonnie J. Miller-McLemore, author of Christian Theology in
Practice While many struggle to define practical theology, this learned scholar instead makes an overture toward the field, illuminating its
complexity even while drawing readers into its melodies, harmonies, and discordant notes. Stevenson-Moessner presents practical theology as a
spiritual symphony, emphasizing the connections among all parts and participants in the orchestra. --Mary Clark Moschella, Yale Divinity School In
Overture to Practical Theology, Stevenson-Moessner s agonizing personal grief over the tragic death of her son, along with other ways human
suffering manifests across an almost limitless spectrum, become acid test cases against which any facile theological claims must...
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