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*****. Excerpt hirty or thirty-three years of age, with soE, peach-like cheeks, --rather too like those of a cherub, with sparkling eyes which were
hardly large enough, with good teeth, a white forehead, a dimpled chin and a full bust. Such, outwardly, was Mrs. General Talboys. The description
of the inward woman is the purport to which these few pages will be devoted. There are two qualities to which the best of mankind are much
subject, which are nearly related to each other, and as to which the world has not yet decided whether they are to be classed among the good or
evil attributes of our nature. Men and women are under the influence of them both, but men oEenest undergo the former, and women the latter.
They are ambition and enthusiasm. Now Mrs. Talboys was an enthusiastic woman. As to ambition, generally as the world agrees with Mark Antony
in stigmatising it as a grievous fault, I am myself clear that it is a virtue; but with ambition at present we have no concern. Enthusiasm also, as I
think, leans to v.
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