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year. With this homecoming of sorts comes the promise of reaching across the table and interacting with a wide spectrum of stakeholders, each of
them bringing their unique perspective in support of a successful Conference in the fall. This year marks the 20^^ anniversary of what started as a
couple of thoughtful scientists interested in developing partnerships that together could fuel the environmental cleanup dialogue. Since the
passage of the Superfund Law, regulators, academia and industry have come to realize that models that depend exclusively on command and
control mandates as the operative underpinning limit our collective ability to bring hazardous waste sites to productive re-use. It is with this
concern in mind that the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection privatized its cleanup program in 1993, spurring the close-out of
over 20,000 sites and spills across the Commonwealth to date, in a manner that is both protective of human health and the environment while also
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