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possession of a secret name with which Thoth had provided him. It was impossible, even for the Sun-god, to destroy this Great Devil, but by reciting
each morning the powerful spell with which Thoth had provided him he was able to paralyse all Aapep s limbs and to rise upon this world. Since
then the great gods, even though benevolently disposed towards them, were not able to deliver the dead from the devils that lived upon the bodies,
souls, spirits, shadows and hearts of the dead, the Egyptians decided to invoke the aid of Thoth on behalf of their dead and to place them under the
protection of his almighty spells. Inspired by Thoth the theologians of ancient Egypt composed a large number of funerary texts which were
certainly in general use under the IVth dynasty (about 3700 B. C. ), and were probably well known under the 1st dynasty, and throughout the
whole...
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