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The writer has thoroughly grasped and mastered his topic. His mind is a strong, keen, and shrewd one, well trained to enquiry and argument. His
industry has been curiously extensive and exact. He brings to bear upon his subject an ample acquaintance with the cognate and related sciences, -
-Chemistry, Natural History, Botany, Astronomy, Physical Geography, Mineralogy, fec. Yet he hardly ever attempts more than analysis and
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and interesting knowledge from idle and absurd speculations, divests scientific truths of any semblance of fable and romance, substitutes
arguments based on reason and religion for theories founded upon vague and insuKicient data, and elevates to its legitimate position among
modern branches of knowledge a science hitherto of no good repute, on account of the irreligious purposes to which it had been perverted. His
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