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*****_NOAA is responsible for collecting hydrographic data-that is, data on the depth and bottom configuration of water bodies-to help create
nautical charts. NOAA collects data using its fleet and also procures data from the private sector. The Hydrographic Services Improvement Act of
1998 requires NOAA to acquire such data from the private sector to the greatest extent practicable and cost-effective. GAO was asked to review
NOAA efforts to collect hydrographic data. This report examines (1) how NOAA determines its hydrographic survey priorities, (2) NOAA s efforts to
compare the costs of collecting its own survey data to the costs of procuring such data from the private sector, and (3) the extent to which NOAA has
developed a strategy for private sector involvement in hydrographic data collection. GAO analyzed relevant laws and agency procedures, NOAA cost
comparison reports from fiscal years 2006 through 2016, and other NOAA information, such as hydrographic survey program priorities. GAO also
interviewed NOAA officials and the eight survey companies that currently have contracts with NOAA.
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