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she spent years struggling to convince others that she was black. Her family s prominence set Carolyn s experiences even further apart from those
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been a child prodigy and protege of Albert Einstein. And her grandfather had been America's first black assistant secretary of labor.Carolyn's
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ancestors a quest that will eventually involve years of research, thousands of miles of travel, and much soul-searching.Carolyn learns that her great-
grandfather John Bird Wilkins was born into slavery and went on to become a teacher, inventor, newspaperman, renegade Baptist minister, and a
bigamist who abandoned five children. And when she discovers that her grandfather J. Ernest Wilkins may have been forced to resign from his
labor department post by members of the Eisenhower administration, Carolyn must confront the bittersweet fruits of her family's generations-long
quest for status and approval."Damn Near White" is an insider s portrait of an unusual American...
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