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CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. Paperback. Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. 170 pages. Dimensions: 11.0in. x 8.5in.
x 0.4in.The purpose of this report is to describe the current state of research and practice of maternal-fetal surgical procedures; the report does not
offer guidance on whether or when such procedures are appropriate. Congenital abnormalities that can be repaired prenatally occur in a small
percentage of full-term births, and because of advances in imaging techniques such as ultrasound, many more congenital abnormalities are being
diagnosed in utero. As these abnormalities are increasingly frequently recognized prior to delivery, maternal-fetal surgical procedures have
emerged as a potential option for treating some of these defects. Although postnatal intervention is best for most fetal abnormalities (particularly
in light of risks associated with in utero surgeries), for a few conditions, the fetus condition can deteriorate so rapidly in the womb as to make early
intervention necessary either to avoid death or substantially higher morbidity after birth. Substantial questions remain about both the safety and
efficacy of fetal surgical corrections. In some cases, the natural history of the conditions is poorly understood, making comparisons to no treatment
or postnatal intervention difficult. In addition, comparisons of fetal versus postnatal surgery must consider the safety of the mother, yet limited
comparative data exist. The issue is particularly complicated because while congenital defects are relatively common in aggregate, individual
congenital abnormalities occur infrequently, making effective study very difficult. Ongoing trials are evaluating some of the most common fetal
surgeries. The goal of this brief is to describe the current state of literature and practice of maternal-fetal surgical procedures for seven congenital
abnormalities ranked of high importance by stakeholders: Sacrococcygeal teratoma; Congenital diaphragmatic hernia; Thoracic lesions: congenital
cystic adenomatoid malformation and bronchopulmonary Sequestration; Obstructive uropathy; Myelomeningocele; Twin-twin transfusion
syndrome; Cardiac...
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