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The Coming Collapse, an Unnecessary Burden In doing these things we discover that we obtain certain immediate advantages. We are spared the
dangers of diseased and adulterated food, short weight, shoddy goods, and all the catalog of humbug which characterizes private business for
profit s sake. We may enjoy a certain amount of economic saving if our business is conducted carefully. But these are not the principal advantages.
The value of Co-operation lies beyond these. Co-operation sets people working together with one another - for their mutual good. It gives training
in the one ethical principle which must dominate the world if civilization is to proceed. Of all the schools and universities none has a more
important teaching function today than the Co-operative Movement. Co-operators do not aim at the overthrow of any government. We are not
concerned with the state. We want to be left alone to harmonize the people and to attend to our own business. We do not want the state to take
over anything or to do anything for us. We ask only that it shall grant to Co-operators the same privileges and provide them with the same
protections that it grants to private tradesmen, and as it provides for profit-making business. We want to avoid a bloody revolution. We aim to see
the great change brought about without disorder. We know that our program will accomplish that because we are doing it. In this program the
function of Cooperation is the training of the people to carry on their...
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