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Demand *****. Paros could only venture a guess as to how many graves the forsaken burial ground in the little valley before him contained. North
to south, it ran about a half mile and, from where he stood beside the wrought-iron fence that zigzagged along its eastern edge, it stretched about a
quarter mile to the base of the hills that surrounded it. The rolling, broken ground of this unkempt area was heavily overgrown with grass, vines,
copses of scrubby little oaks and brushy gray-green juniper, great clumps of flowers in every color, and probably every other sort of vegetation
native to the island of Kos. Obelisks, statues of patron deities, and other stones marking the gravesites of families and individuals lay broken and
tumbled amongst the rampant growth, and mausoleums of every size were interspersed throughout. Paros did not know the extent to which this
place had been looted over the century since it was last known to have been used but there were undoubtedly hundreds, perhaps even thousands,
of graves that had not yet been pillaged. And they were not even the object of their quest, which was marked by the small, columned temple of
black marble that he could see halfway up one of the hills at the other end of the cemetery. And there was no telling what else might be hidden
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