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Experimental Farms, 1890: Appendix to the Report of the Minister of Agriculture The importance of continued experimental work in agriculture is
recognized by thoughtful men in every civilized country, and State and Government aid to carry on the work is now liberally given, for it is generally
admitted that from oft-repeated experiment the largest part of our most useful and accurate knowledge of agricultural subjects has been derived. It
is also undeniable that many of the best agricultural products now in cultivation are the result of skillful experiments in the line of selection or of
cross-fertilization, or both combined, and equally true that the products, thus somewhat artificially raised by unusual care to a position of high
estimation have, when relegated to the hands of the average farmer, gradually deteriorated. There are but few varieties of grain, roots or other farm
productions that were in general cultivation fifty years ago which still hold their place in the farmers estimation: most of them have enjoyed but a
short-lived popularity, and given place to varieties having greater vigour, greater productiveness or better quality. A large proportion of agricultural
products appear to have a life period, some short, some long, after which their vigour or vitality becomes gradually impaired until their cultivation
can no longer be continued with profit. While these varietal changes are constantly going on, the specific forms remain for the most part unaltered.
The six-rowed barley of to-day (Hordeum hexastichum) has the same general characteristics as when cultivated by the ancient Egyptians
thousands of years ago, but the particular varieties of this plant now most in esteem are of recent introduction. The two-rowed barley (Hordeum
distichum) has also been long...
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