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Excerpt: .is difficult to lay down any fixed rules for the size of altars. Generally they are too short and
too high. G. G. Scott s rule that the length should be onethird the width of the chancel is fairly good;
though, unless the sanctuary be very wide, it will usually look better if a little longer than this. The
long altars of the late Gothic period certainly had a dignity that the earlier examples did not
possess. The Arundel altar was 12 6 --that in the chapel of the Palace of the Popes at that all altars
should be destroyed and that movable wooden tables should take their place. After the
Reformation and during the Puritan period these tables occupied the old altar position; but during
the celebration they were turned north and south. Many examples of the extension table or
telescope altar remain,...
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