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1.6in.Conservative and working-class, Jean Macquart is an experienced, middle-aged soldier in the French army, who has endured deep personal
loss. When he first meets the wealthy and mercurial Maurice Levasseur, who never seems to have suFered, his hatred is immediate. But aGer they
are thrown together during the disastrous Franco-Prussian war of 1870-71, the pair are compelled to understand one other. Forging a profound
friendship, they must struggle together to endure a disorganised and brutal war, the savage destruction of Frances Second Empire and the fall of
Napoleon III. One of the greatest of all war novels, The Debacle is the nineteenth novel in Zolas great Rougon-Macquart cycle. A forceful and deeply
moving tale of close friendship, it is also a fascinating chronicle of the events that were to lead, in the words of Zola himself, to the murder of a
nation. mile douard Charles Antoine Zola was a French writer, the most well-known practitioner of the literary school of naturalism and an
important contributor to the development of theatrical naturalism. He was a major figure in the political liberalization of France and in the
exoneration of the falsely accused and convicted army oFicer Alfred Dreyfus, which is encapsulated in the renowned newspaper headline Jaccuse.
Zola was nominated for the first and second Nobel Prize in Literature in 1901 and 1902. During his early years, Zola wrote numerous short stories
and essays, four plays and three novels. Among his early books was Contes Ninon, published in 1864. With the publication of his sordid
autobiographical novel La Confession de Claude attracting police attention, Hachette fired him. AGer his first major novel, Thrse Raquin, he started
the series called Les Rougon Macquart,...
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