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Defense Support to Civil Authorities (DSCA) in the post 9-11 era has received intense scrutiny with regard to the military's ability to eDectively
respond to natural or man-made disasters. The two party political nuances at the local, state, and federal levels, the media's amplification of any
perceived failures, and statutory constraints, have forced the Department of Defense (DoD) to reexamine how it supports civil authorities when it is
not the lead federal agency. The federal government's slow and inadequate response to the seminal devastation created by Hurricane Katrina
exposed weaknesses in the National Response Plan and DoD's contribution to that plan despite prior successes using the same plan. The response
weaknesses are complex as they cut through three levels of government, transcend multiple federal and state agencies, and specifically for the
military, cross between Title 10, Title 32, and state active duty forces, where the parent authorities of those forces are reluctant to share control for
political, fiscal, and mission realities. The ideas brought forth in this monograph are highly pertinent because frequency, scale, and the likelihood of
a future natural or man-made disaster are high. The local, state, and federal response preparedness must exceed that which the nation witnessed
during the aFermath of Hurricane Katrina. Defense leaders and planners, working with the interagency and the states, must prepare now for the
next inevitable event in order to save lives, mitigate the breadth of property damage, and to maintain a high public trust. Although this monograph
uses the response to Hurricane Katrina as the basis for discussion, the significance of its findings apply, in general, to all DSCA incidents. Whether
man-made (i.e., a terrorist bombing) or natural, the...
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