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Number: (OCoLC)501000072 Subject: Food chains (Ecology) -- Bering Sea. Excerpt: . . . Data were averaged over an entire year to remove seasonal
eDects. For many parameters, especially diet, winter estimates were unavailable, and summer estimates ( May-September ) were weighted by
assumptions of extremely low production and or biomass during winter months. Functional groups The Trites et al. ( 1999 ) EBS model began with
the examination of over 50 functional groups and was subsequently narrowed to 24 groups, although detailed information was preserved for many
of the initial species groups ( Trites et al. 1999, Appendix 2 ). The selection of species groups was based on taxonomic and functional identity, and
emphasized diversity in the assessed fish groups while greatly aggregating lower trophic levels ( phytoplankton and zooplankton ), and the upper
trophic level non-fish species ( marine mammals and seabirds ). For consistency, the WBS model began with a list of functional groups identical to
that of the EBS model. However, this list was modified and adapted during the literature review process in several ways: large zooplankton
categories were subdivided into many types; a few species of lesser importance in the WBS were dropped; and a protozoan group was added as a
detrital recycling stage. In both models, the detrital flow was split into benthic and pelagic components. AGer the literature review and initial
balancing, several of the groups were combined again based on similarity of habitat, dietary niche, or lack of data. The final models contained 38
functional groups in the EBS and 36 groups in...
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