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father but his strong frame and eager heart; but before him lay a whole continent wherein to pitch
his farm, and he felt ready to marry as soon as he became of age, even though he had nothing but
his clothes, his horses, his axe, and his rifle.31 If a girl was well off, and had been careful and
industrious, she might herself bring a dowry, of a cow and a calf, a brood mare, a bed well stocked
with blankets, and a chest containing her clothes 32--the latter not very elaborate, for a woman s
dress consisted of a hat or poke bonnet, a bed gown, perhaps a jacket, and a linsey petticoat, while
her feet were thrust into coarse shoepacks or moccasins. Fine clothes For the opinion of a foreign
military observer on the phenomenal accuracy of backwoods markmanship, see General Victor...
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