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***xx As | watch the glowing orb of the sun dip below the horizon line of the infinite Pacific Ocean, thoughts race through my mind like the waves
that crash intermittently along the shore below me, sometimes with force, other times with a calm and startling peace, not one ripple to be found.
Sitting on a park bench upon these Southern California cliffs, gazing at the vastness before me, | feel transported to a place where time and space
have no boundaries, no definition. While golden rays reflect off the shimmering water, | find myself reflecting on the life | ve led these past six
decades. It s funny how after all these years the Pacific Ocean and that mighty, muddy Mississippi River from my past can become one, the passage
of time seemingly inexistent. | walk through long corridors of my mind, trying to remember everything. Trying to gather the pieces, retrace steps,
discover the meaning behind each moment. Reaching into the past, | see shades, hints, and whispers of the person | am today, the mother and
grandmother | have become. | don t feel that far removed from the little Southern girl | once was. Always beside me, first in person and now in spirit
| feel profoundly, is the steady, gentle presence of Karine. My dear Karine, what would my life have been without you? I dare not imagine. Growing
up in Memphis, Tennessee, | was raised by three people: Mom, Dad, and Karine. Though my childhood was a privileged one by many standards,
lived in comfort and relative ease, it was Karine, the lovely black woman who cared for me as if ...
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