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across the USA the likely outcome of the hi-jacked Presidential election is being hotly debated. Frank Bascombe, fiEy-five, settled in his realty
business in Sea-CliE, New Jersey, has arrived at a state of optimistic pragmatism that he calls the Permanent Period of life. Epic mistakes have
already been made; dreams downsized, and Frank reflects that now at least there are fewer opportunities leE in life to get things wrong. But the
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