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Introduction In the chapter Where I lived and What I lived for , Thoreau explains what he wanted to achieve by his experiment: I went to the woods
because I wished to live deliberately, to front only the essential facts of life, and see if I could learn what it had to teach, and not, when I came to die,
discover that I had not lived. I did not wish to live what was not life, living is so dear; not did I wish to practise resignation, unless it was quite
necessary. I wanted to live deep and such out all the marrow of life [ ] to drive life into a corner, and reduce it to its lowest terms, and, if it proved to
be mean, why then to get the whole and genuine meanness of it, and publish its meanness to the world; or if it were sublime, to know it by
experience, and be able to give a true account of it [ ]. For most men, it appears to me, are in a strange uncertainty about it, whether it is of the devil
or of God [ ]. (W, 72) This passage demonstrates Thoreau s desire to establish a relationship to the world around him. Feeling that, like most people,
he lived what was not life , he moves to Walden Pond in order to find out for himself what life actually was. He feels that nature can reveal truths
and meanings to him and thus help him to overcome the strange uncertainty about the character of the world and of his own life. But if nature
seemed to communicate with man,...
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