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best. It is shown in the play of a cat with a captured mouse. You may notice it in a pet dog that coaxes his master to go through some little scene of
comedy with him, affects to be fierce as part of the fun, and growls or barks in seeming fury in answer to every pretended rebuke, as if he were
sustaining a dialogue on the stage. It comes out strongly in girls playing with their dolls, posing as matrons chatting over household matters and
discussing the imaginary ailments of their bisque babies. It takes on more pomp and circumstance in the action of boys building a fort of snow,
arranging storming parties, assuming the roles of popular heroes, and carrying on a mimic war. In men and women this dramatic instinct weakens
somewhat among the realities of life, but it shapes many of our daydreams, gives a touch of elegant affectation to some of our social gatherings,
and finds its ultimate gratification in the splendid representations of the modern theatre. It is said that the English drama rose...
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