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*****.I loved The Three Musketeers. While the pace of a serialized novel is very diDerent than a traditional novel-think of it more like a television
series than anything else-I love the swashbuckling, friendship, and bitter sweetness that characterizes that novel. Luckily, it has sequels. The most
famous is The Man in the Iron Mask, which is actually just part of the third installment in The D Artagnan Romances, but the true sequel is Twenty
Years AHer. And I have to read series in order, which brings us to this novel. Twenty Years AHer picks up, well, twenty years aHer the events of The
Three Musketeers. The four friends have gone their separate ways, but their chosen paths haven t worked out the way they thought-D Artagnan is
still just a lieutenant in the musketeers, Porthos fantastic estate is a little sour without the actual aristocracy, Aramis finds he wants exactly what he
used to have now that he s an abbe, and only Athos is actually satisfied with his lot, which includes his adopted son, Raoul. But when revolt and civil
war threaten Paris, the Queen and Cardinal Mazarin (Richelieu s successor) summon the four once more in action, but the four musketeers, now
politically divided, find themselves in more danger than could ever be imagined. Oh, Dumas, I love you, but your pacing. well, let me be fair. The D
Artagnan Romances are enormous books; the third installment, The Vicomte of Bragelonne, is so huge that it s usually published in at least three
different volumes (hence the ability to read just The Man in the Iron Mask). Add to that the fact that it s a...
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