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Cambria Press, United States, 2009. Hardback. Condition: New. New.. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.By the
beginning of the nineteenth century, over ninety-five percent of all the productive land in Ireland was in the hands of Anglo-Irish landowners. They
lived in the big houses , some of which still exist today, resplendent within their walled estates. Many others are now only gaunt ruins silhouetted
against somber Irish skies, victims of the troubles in the 1920s. There is a continuing fascination with the history of the big house in Ireland. Much of
this interest stems from the Anglo-Irish living in places apart, in their estates, oIen in remote areas of an undeveloped and hostile land. Part of the
appeal is in the characters, neither wholly English nor Irish, who made up this landowning class in Ireland. However, another part, largely ignored
until this study, is how many of these landowners not only met these challenges but achieved remarkable levels of self-suJiciency. It was their
exploitation of technology that hugely bolstered their status and independence and enabled them to lead an exotic lifestyle in Ireland. Although
much has been written regarding the social and political history of the Anglo-Irish in Ireland, little research has been conducted into the practical
problems of living there. At a time when there were few roads, no railways, and sailing ships were the unreliable connection with England,
existence might have been very basic indeed. Charles Carson uncovers and explains in simple terms the technologies employed, to not only make
life bearable, but in some case to become a triumph over seemingly impossible odds. An appreciation of this background helps to explain the sense
of status and independence that emanates from the big house in Ireland until their demise in the late twentieth...
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