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VINTAGE, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Reprint. Language: English . Brand New Book. An enlightening, intensely researched examination of
violations of the constitutional principles that preserve individual rights and civil liberties from courtrooms to classrooms. With telling anecdote
and detail, Pulitzer Prize winner David K. Shipler explores the territory where the Constitution meets everyday America, where legal compromises
before and since 9/11 have undermined the criminal justice system s fairness, enhanced the executive branch s power over citizens and immigrants,
and impaired some of the freewheeling debate and protest essential in a constitutional democracy. Shipler demonstrates how the violations
tamper with America s safety in unexpected ways. While a free society takes risks to observe rights, denying rights creates other risks. A suspect s
right to silence may deprive police of a confession, but a forced confession is often false. Honoring the right to a jury trial may be cumbersome, but
empowering prosecutors to coerce a guilty plea means evidence goes untested, the charge unproved. An investigation undisciplined by the Bill of
Rights may jail the innocent and leave the guilty at large and dangerous. Weakened constitutional rules allow the police to waste precious resources
on useless intelligence gathering and frivolous arrests. The criminal courts act less as impartial adjudicators than as conveyor belts from street to
prison in a system that some disillusioned participants have nicknamed McJustice. There is, always, a human cost. Shipler shows us victims of
torture and abuse not only suspected terrorists at the hands of the CIA but also murder suspects interrogated by the Chicago police. We see a
poverty-stricken woman forced to share an attorney with her drug dealer boyfriend and sentenced to six years in prison when the conflict of
interest turns her lawyer against her. We meet high school students suspended for expressing...
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