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*****.Once upon a time, a thousand years before Columbus discovered America, and when Rome was still the greatest city in the world, there lived a
brave and beautiful youth whose name was Arthur. His home was in England, near London; and he lived with the good knight Sir Hector, whom he
always called father. They dwelt in a great square castle of gray stone, with a round tower at each corner. It was built about a courtyard, and was
surrounded by a moat, across which was a drawbridge that could be raised or lowered. When it was raised the castle was practically a little island
and very hard for enemies to attack. On one side of the moat was a large wood, and here Arthur spent a great deal of his time. He liked to lie under
the trees and gaze up at the blue of the sky. All about him old oaks stood like giant guardians watching sturdily over the soil where they had grown
for centuries. Arthur could look between the trunks and see rabbits and squirrels whisking about. Sometimes a herd of brown deer with shy dark
eyes would pass, holding their graceful heads high in the air; sometimes a flock of pheasants with brilliant plumage rose from the bushes. Again
there was no sound except the tapping of a bright-crested woodpecker, and no motion but the fluttering of leaves and the trembling of violets half
buried in green moss.
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